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Status 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: line 8, the letter p 
should be deleted to correct the typographical error. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Danna (5,052,437). 

Danna discloses a component (vent tube 10) for internal placement within a vehicle fuel 
tank (12), the component comprising: a first housing (24) and a second housing (32),a 
spring (38) biasing the first and second housings apart; a first connection member (not 
numbered) attached to the first housing (24), a second connection member (34) 
attached to the second housing (32), the second housing being adjustable relative to 
the first housing to position the first and second connection members for selective 
engagement of the fuel tank (12,18,52,54). 

With regard to claim 16, wherein the first and second connection members each include 
a projection, see figures 3-5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-14 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Danna (5,052,437) in view of Rosseel (6,499,500). 

Danna discloses all the limitations as applied to claims 15 and 16 above, except for a 
second depression sized to receive the second projection and the housing being 
located entirely within the fuel tank. 

Rosseel discloses a fuel tank with a relief valve having a depression sized to receive a 
housing and located entirely with the fuel tank. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Danna by providing a depression sized to receive a 
housing and located entirely with the fuel tank as shown by Rosseel. The motivation to 
do so would have been to provide a reliable connection, col. 1 and II. 30-31 of Rosseel. 
With regard to claim 2, the modified first and second housings are located entirely within 
the fuel tank. 

With regard to claim 3, wherein both the first and second housing are adjustable relative 
to the first and second walls of the fuel tank. 

With regard to claim 5, wherein the first housing telescopically (overlappingly) receives 
the second housing 
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With regard to claim 6,at the time the invention was made; it would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a grade 
vent valve instead of a vent valve because applicant has not disclosed that doing so 
provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 
One of ordinary skill in the art, further, would have expected applicant's invention to 
perform equally well with a vent valve because vents the fuel tank. 
With regard to claim 10, wherein the first and second projections have a non-circular 
cross-sectional shape. 

With regard to claims 1 1 and 18, wherein the first and second projections have an 
oblong cross-sectional shape (leaf shape). 

With regard to claim 12, wherein in the first (52,54) and second (5, second reference) 
depressions are formed on first and second plateaus raised from the surface of the first 
and second walls. 

With regard to claim 14, wherein the first wall defines an access opening, the first and 
second depressions being horizontally spaced from the access opening, see figures. 
With regard to claim 17, wherein the projections are tapered to promote seating of the 
projections, see figures. 

With regard to claim 20, wherein the component as modified is located entirely within 
the fuel tank. 

With regard to claims 4,8,9,13 and 19, the miscellaneous items would be within the 
knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited references show adjustable mounting pipes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mahmoud Gimie whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4841 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 7 a.m. -3:30 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Yuen can be reached on 571-272-4856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MG 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 




